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NAVAL SAFETY CENTER
NAVAL AIR STATION
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23511

13/th
25 March 1969

SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED IN ACCORDANCE WITH OPNAVINST 3750 .6F
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
NAVSAFECEN INVESTIGATION 37-69
Ref: (a) NAVAIREWORKFAC Pensacola msg @#62114Z Feb 1969
1.  INTRODUCTION

a. The Accident. T-28B, BUNO 153653, assigned to TRAINING SQUADRON
THREE (VT-3), crashed in an open field approximately 305 degrees, 14 miles
from NAS Whiting Field, Miltom, Florida. The mishap occurred at 1729(S)
on 29 January 1969. The instructor pilot, LTJG Joseph T. JOHNSON, USN,
IS :nd the student pilot, ENS William C. DENISON, usn,—

attached to VI-3, were fatally injured. The aircraft was destroyed

) by impact. There was no damage to private property.

b. synopsis of Flight. T-28B, BUNO 153653, was the second aircraft
of a two-plane formation flight which departed NAS Whiting Field at 1600(S)
to practice basic two-plane formation flying. The flight progressed un-
eventfully until returning to the field. LTJG JOHNSON, in the aft cockpit,
was flying a smooth, right-wing parade position during a letdown from 5500
feet to 1500 feet. Having leveled at 1500 feet and 170 KIAS, the leader
observed LTJG JOHNSON in a good wing position. About one minute later,
the leader observed his wingman in position, but noted LTJG JOHNSON's
right arm resting on the canopy rail indicating that his student, ENS
DENISON, in the front cockpit, had control of the aircraft. Approximately
one minute later, the leader noted his wingman, BUNO 153653, break to the
right, roll inverted nose down, and split-S 90 degrees to the left of
the flight heading. During this split-S maneuver, contrails or vortices
were observed by the leader to be coming from the elevator tips of BUNO
153653. The aircraft crashed nose-low, slightly right-wing down in a
plowed field and exploded.

2. INVESTIGATION AND ANALYSIS

a. History

(1) Pilot. LTJG JOHNSON, age 24, was designated a Naval Avia-
tor in October 1968 and had accumulated 365 flight hours, of which 231
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